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Basin and Caribbean areas have the
same responsibility and authority as a
State conservationist. All references to
State conservationist in this chapter
include the directors of the Pacific
Basin and Caribbean areas.

§ 600.5 Area offices.

Each area office is under the direc-
tion and supervision of an area con-
servationist or assistant State con-
servationist for field operations who is
responsible for NRCS activities in the
geographical area served by the area
office. Usually the geographical area
includes multiple field offices and
counties. Many area offices now consist
of teams working on a watershed or
other geopolitical basis.

§ 600.6 Field offices.

Each field office is under the direc-
tion and supervision of a district con-
servationist who is responsible for
NRCS activities in the geographical
area served by the field office. Usually
the geographical area of a field office
includes one or more conservation dis-
tricts and one or more counties. Field
offices are generally collocated with
other USDA agencies in USDA Service
Centers.

§ 600.7 Specialized field offices.

Other field offices serve specialized
activities, such as watershed protec-
tion and flood reduction projects, con-
struction projects, resource conserva-
tion and development areas, and soil
survey activities. Direction and super-
vision of these offices are designated
by State conservationists.

§ 600.8 Plant materials centers.

Plant materials centers (PMC) as-
semble and test plant species for con-
servation uses. Usually a PMC serves
two or more States, and is under the
jurisdiction of the State conservation-
ist where the center is located. Each
PMC is directed and supervised by a
manager who is responsible to a State
office specialist/manager who is re-
sponsible to a State office specialist/
manager as designated by the State
conservationist.
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§ 601.1 Functions assigned.
The Natural Resources conservation

Service (NRCS) is the Federal agency
that works with private landowners to
conserve their natural resources. NRCS
employees help land users and commu-
nities approach conservation planning
and implementation with an under-
standing of how natural resources re-
late to each other and to people—and
how human activities affect those re-
sources. The agency emphasizes vol-
untary, science-based assistance, part-
nerships, and cooperative problem solv-
ing at the community level. The mis-
sion of NRCS is to work on the Na-
tion’s non-Federal lands to conserve,
improve, and sustain natural resources.
The following functions support the
mission.

(a) NRCS facilitates and provides
conservation technical assistance at
the local level that helps people assess
their natural resource conditions and
needs, set goals, identify programs and
other resources to address those needs,
develop proposals and recommenda-
tions, implement solutions, and meas-
ure their success. The agency’s role is
to assist with:

(1) Resource inventories,
(2) Resource assessments,
(3) Planning assistance, and/or
(4) Technical assistance.
(b) NRCS provides technical assist-

ance through local conservation dis-
tricts to land users, communities, wa-
tershed groups, Federal and State
agencies, other partners, and cus-
tomers.

(c) NRCS provides assistance on a
voluntary basis.

(d) The agency’s work focuses on soil,
water, air, plant, and animal conserva-
tion including erosion reduction, water
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